CAPRICORN CAVES ECOTOURISM CERTIFICATION

“Ecotourism is ecologically sustainable tourism Wi primary focus on experiencing natural area|
that fosters environmental and cultural understamdj, appreciation and conservation
Capricorn Caves is advanced ecotourism certifi@dubge it meets the range of criteria below
Natural area focus
Environmental sustainability
Education and Interpretation
Contribution to conservation
Cultural sensitivity

Work with local communities
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1 Natural area focus

All visitors can experience the natural wonder oflie caves in a range
of guided options from easy walking to adventurousxplorations.

The natural feel of the caves has been retained.

Cave lighting is used for safety & appreciation othe natural features.

All infrastructure is designed to have minimal viswal impact.

On the 33 hectare property self guided walks throulg the remnant dry
rainforest reveal rock wallabies, echidnas, buttdties and bird life.
Surrounded by 30 hectares of bush accommodated gagsan

appreciate the native animals and bird life

2  Environmental Sustainability

Energy: Capricorn Caves policy is to reduce energgonsumption through

Energy efficient appliances, lights, time clocks ashdimmer switches.

Switching off appliances and lights when not in se.

Designing buildings with roof insulation, natural light & ventilation.
Heating water with instant gas heaters and thermdat control.
Cooling: with energy efficient breeze air system#here suitable.

Cleaning refrigeration units and replacing seals egularly.




Water is a precious resource and must be used wigghrough
Collection of rain water from roofs and storage intanks.
Purchase of water efficient appliances and minimation devices.
Training staff in minimal water use.

Repairing leaking taps etc immediately.

Planting native drought tolerant species not requing irrigation.
Not providing wash down areas for vehicles or patlcleaning.

Advising guests about water conservation.

Ground water is not polluted through
Use of biodegradable chemicals throughout the pragsty.

Non provision of dump facilities for chemical toiets on site.

Reduction of waste through

Collecting paper, plastic, glass for recycling.

Donating batteries and aluminium cans to Caves Schbfundraiser.
Non use of disposable or individual packaged items

Repairing tools, machinery, motors where possible.

Advising guests of recycling policies.

Construction policies

All buildings are located on degraded or weed infésd sites.
Buildings blend in with environment and height is lept below the
tree line. Roads and tracks are screened by vegétm. .

All excavation, and disturbance to vegetation and atural drainage
patterns is kept to an absolute minimum.

All materials are sourced locally from renewable reources.

No new timber treated with arsenic or copper is usd.

Building design incorporates natural light.

Night light is used only for safety and orientation

Night skies are clear due to lack of lighpollution.

Contractors sign policy documents prior to commenaaent of work




Education and Interpretation  Capricorn Caves provide

“opportunities to experience nature in ways thatllema greater understanding,
appreciation and enjoyment.”Ecotourism Australia
Interpretation and educational experiences
Comprehensive school programs and educational kits
Guided tours including personal discovery Geotour.
Visitor Centre displays.
Reptile presentations to reinforce role of reptilesn ecosystem
Staff training

All activities are hosted by knowledgeable, professnal accredited guides.
Funded training in guiding, tourism operations andoutdoor recreation for all staff.
Professional development opportunities are offeretdoth on and off site.

Contribution to conservation

Threatened Species Recovery program to save fern

tectaria devexdrom extinction.

Scientific field research projects supported in kil & financially.
Eg Queensland Museum paleontology dig site.

Weed eradication programs.

Revegetation of degraded areas with native plants.

Feral animal eradication program: foxes, feral cats

Bush Fire emergency procedures to reduce the impaof

bush fires on the vegetation.

Cultural sensitivity

Support for Dreamtime Cultural Centre, regional shoncase for
the traditional owners, the Darumbal people.
European heritage is archived and documented

in the Visitor Centre and historical booklet.

Working with local communities

All staff are sourced from the local community andoffered
subsidised training. Their wages are spent lodsl
Local economy also benefits from purchase of suppl and employment of contractors.

Social and cultural functions eg Underground Operaare available to the local community.




eco CAPRICORN CAVES

CERTIFIED MINIMAL IMPACT GUIDELINES
[Ecotourism i Entry to caves only permitted with a guide.

Number of guests according to carrying capacity
CAVES caves.

Avoid impacting cave floors. Follow designated pats & board walks.
Do not to touch cave walls, decorations or tree ras.
No cave decorations, flora or fauna to be removeddm the caves.
No writing or marking cave walls.
No disturbance to bats with lights , loud noise otours.
No smoking, eating or drinking in the cave .
Cave lighting to be placed to avoid lampen floram@wth.
All infrastructure to be constructed of suitable maerials.
Avoid maintenance work in cave that creates wast@aterial or
emissions from motors and tools.
No fires or camping in caves.
PROPERTY
No flora or fauna to be collected without permit.
Visitors must follow designated paths and roads.
No guest feeding of native animals.
No fires to be lit outside designated fire pits oduring total fire ban.
No timber to be collected or sourced in forest.
No chemical toilets to be emptied in amenities &tk.
Rain water is our only source of water. Please usesely.
Switch off lights and air conditioners when notm use.
Use the clothes line to dry clothes — not the drier
No smoking in the cabins or reception buildings.

Please be mindful of your neighbours and enjoy theanquillity.
-@ . Cans, paper, plastic and glass are collected foregcling.

1 No pets allowed.
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